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Abstract

Exploring the Educational Content Domains of Elementary—to—Middle
School Transition Education Programs: Focusing on Teachers’ Practical
Experiences

Lee, Jin A'" - Chung, Hye Young?

"Doctoral Student, Ewha Womans University
2pyrofessor, Ewha Womans University

The purpose of this study is to explore the educational content domains of elementary-to-middle school transition
education programs and examine the content linkage structure between the two school levels, based on teachers’
practical experiences. Individual in-depth interviews were conducted with 12 teachers (6 elementary, 6 middle school)
selected through purposive sampling, who had at least three years of homeroom experience with 6th or 7th graders.
Data were analyzed using thematic analysis. The findings revealed seven common educational content domains
applicable to both ‘transition preparation’ (elementary) and ‘transition adaptation’ (middle school) programs: (1)
information provision and environmental adaptation support, (2) self-management support, (3) academic adaptation
support, (4) emotional and psychological support, (5) peer relationship support, (6) parent education, and (7) inter-school
connection. Each domain showed a content linkage structure (articulation) where content introduced or practiced in
elementary school is applied or guided in middle school settings. Based on these findings, the study suggests the
institutionalization of transition education, expansion of career-linked education, strengthening of inter-school
connections, support for transition-grade homeroom teachers, inclusion of parent education, and incorporation of digital

adaptation support.

Key Words: elementary-to-middle school transition, transition education, transition preparation,
transition adaptation, educational content domains





