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Abstract

Museumification of a Closed School and Its Educational Significance: The
Hongseong Education History Museum at the Deokmyeong Learning Center

Ahn, Juhong'

1Research Professor, Chungwoon University

This study examines the educational significance of museumifying a closed school beyond facility renewal or
asset management, focusing on how an educational sense of place and community memory as educational heritage
are reconstructed through the Deokmyeong Learning Center and the Hongseong Education History Museum. Drawing
on the Center’s official website, administrative and policy documents, and public reports, the study analyzes the
transformation process as well as the exhibition and operational structure. The analytical framework comprises four
components: (1) transformation context, (2) museumification mechanisms, (3) operational and participatory structure,
and (4) educational effects. The findings show that the museum integrates an exhibition narrative with the accumulation
of objects and records (display and storage) and learning spaces (e.g., preparatory and seminar rooms), thereby
materializing and narrativizing educational memory. The Learning Center further supports repeated engagement by
linking the museum function with maker-, Al-, and safety-related experiential programs. Educational effects are
conceptualized as cognitive (evidence-based interpretation and inference), affective/identity (place-based re-recognition
and intergenerational mediation), and social/civic (public stewardship through donation- and record-related
participation). Overall, the case indicates the potential to expand local history learning into a place—experience—
evidence-centered inquiry by integrating object-based learning (OBL), place-based education, and source-based

historical inquiry.

Key Words: closed-school reuse, museumification, heritagization, local history education, place—based education,
evidence-based learning, object-based learning (OBL), Hongseong Education History Museum





