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Abstract

A Qualitative Analysis of Major Classes Observation Experiences among
Students in an Undeclared Major Program

Ahn, Jiyoun' - Hong, Seongyoun?

14ssociation Professor, Ajou University
2ppofessor, Ajou University

This study qualitatively examined how students experienced major class observation, which was implemented as
a form of support for major exploration in an undeclared major program. A total of 128 students at University A
observed four different major classes and submitted reports on class content, its relevance to major choice, and their
reflections. Qualitative content analysis was conducted on 476 reports. The results showed that major class observation
helped students experience the academic characteristics and learning culture of majors in actual classroom contexts,
and revise their prior images of majors into more concrete and realistic understandings. Students also reconsidered
their interests, sense of fit, career direction, and academic pathways through the experience. At the same time, limitations
such as course difficulty, technical terminology, lack of prior information, and time and capacity constraints were
identified. The study suggests that major class observation can serve as a meaningful form of major exploration
when supported by structured design, including pre-observation guidance, post-observation reflection, and a wider

range of accessible courses.

Key Words: Undeclared Major System, Major Class Observation, Major Exploration, Experiential Learning





