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Abstract

Action Research to Promote Peer Relationships for 3-Year-Olds in a
Small-Sized Class at a Workplace Childcare Center

Lee, Bora' - Kwon, Jeong Yoon?

M A., Sungshin Women’s University
2professor, Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study is to explore ways to promote peer relationships among 3-year-old children in a small-sized
class at a workforce childcare center and to examine the changes in children that occur during the implementation
process. To this end, data were collected and analyzed over approximately five months through a three-cycle action
research process involving six 3-year-old children in the Parang class at A workplace childcare center, located in
Seoul. The results of the study are as follows: First, the first implementation involved activities designed to build
a sense of community within small-sized classrooms, foster self-awareness within the community, and encourage
prosocial behavior among young children. The second implementation provided activities focused on social skills,
accepting others' perspectives, and expressing one's own emotions. The third implementation offered cooperative play
and peer relationship expansion activities. Second, the changes observed in the young children through these
implementations were manifested as recognizing the joy of playing with peers, forming positive peer relationships
through improved communication skills, and shifting from teacher dependency to a self-directed attitude. Based on
the the findings of this study, we discussed directions for the smooth operation of small-sized classrooms and the

promotion of young children's social development.

Key Words: Small-Sized Class, Peer Relationships, Action Research, Social Skills Enhancement,
Workplace Childcare Center
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